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The general character of the North German Lowland as fashioned
bv Xature lias been improved in many places by the hand of man.
To the south of the Baltic Eidge, for example, much of the country
has been drained, as in the Oder Swamp and in the valleys of the
Warta and the Netze; and considerable areas of arable and meadow
land have thus been brought under cultivation. A great part of
the heaths has also been improved in various ways. Formerly, the
practice was to burn the dry heath and to sow buckwheat in the
ashes until*the soil formed by them had been exhausted. The
present method, the results of which are lasting, is to open up the
moor, to drain it, to expose it to the air, and to manure it heavily.
On the low moors the peat is first removed and the subsoil is then
mixed with sand and manured with kainit.
Notwithstanding the comparative poverty of much of the soil
of the North German Lowland, the area from which a return of
some kind or other cannot be obtained is relatively small. The
total extent of the region is over 75,000 square miles, and of that
about 50 per cent is under crops, 15 per cent under grass, and
20 per cent under woods, while, of the remainder, parts 'can be used
for grazing purposes. Rye is the cereal best adapted to the in-
fertile conditions which exist, and about three-fifths of the German
crop is grown in this region, Brandenburg, in the zone of Great
Valleys, having the greatest output. East Prussia, Pomerania,
arAd Mecklenburg also produce large quantities on the Baltic Ridge
and on its northern slopes. To the west of the Elbe, Hanover
takes the first place. Oats comes next to rye as the-cereal of the
North German Lowland, wMch accounts for over one-half of the
oats grown in the country. Wheat occupies some fertile districts
in the north of the plain, but it finds its most favourable environ-
ment on the loess soils of Saxony and Silesia, which together pro-
duce nearly one-fourth of the wheat grown in Germany. About
one-half of the potato land of the country is also found in the Low-
land, where, the sandy soils of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and the
less fertile districts of Silesia produce a large part of the total crop,
which forms the basis of an important alcohol-distilling industry.
The cultivation of beetroot in the loess districts around Magdeburg
and in ^Silesia finds employment for a considerable amount of
labour in a region which, on the whole, is far from fertile. It also
renders the land more suitable for the growth of cereals, and the